METALLIC  OXIDES.               II .
reason to think the acids are indue proportion
nearly, though different from what is usually
recommended and employed.
2. Oxide of Platina.
Platina exhibits greater difficulties than gold in the investigation of its compounds with oxygen. It is not oxidized by heat; but by the explosion of an electric battery it is converted into a black powder, which is most probably the metal in extreme division, though it has been considered by some as the protoxide. Platina is capable of being oxidized and dissolved by nitro-muriatic acid, but less easily than gold; it requires more acid, as high or higher temperature and long continued digestion; nitrous gas is given out, during the solution, but sparingly. When lime or an alkali is added to the solution with a view to precipitate the oxide, a triple compound is usually formed of the acid, the oxide and the alkali, which is in most instances precipitated. This weighty compound renders the valuation of the oxygen in it very uncertain.
Chenevix has made some observations on the oxides of platina, (see Nichols. Journ. 7. p. 178.) He finds two oxides: me one con-